died peacefully on 29th January, 1984 at the age of 71 after a long and at times very distressing illness. He displayed courage and immense good humour throughout.
In 1961 he was decorated with the Croix de Merit6 Combattants Chevalier by the French Ministre de Anciens Combattants. He held a number of honorary appointments with hospitals in the London area, and in 1972 in recognition of his services to the amputee was elected a Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons of England. He was elected Honorary Fellow of the International Society for Prosthetics and Orthotics in 1978 at the end of a career devoted to our cause and our Society.
Mac was one of the founder members of the International Committee for Prosthetics, Braces and Technical Aids, of ICPO and of ISPO itself. He was our first chairman of the Standing Committee on Membership and by his industry, persistence and sensitivity established the system of National Member Societies wherein lies the real strength of our Society.
His standing as a teacher of international repute was largely based on his contribution to the succession of International Courses held in Copenhagen .during the late fifties and sixties. Twelve or thirteen lectures during these courses was small beer to "Mac" and his energy and enthusiasm on these occasions went a long way to bridging the gap between medicine and engineering. For me, the contribution he made to the "Dundee" conferences was crucial to their success.
"Mac" savoured the commitment and comradeship within our Society. He clearly enjoyed a visit that Erik Lyquist, Mirak Vitali and I made just after the London Congress. Despite the state of his health, the difficulties imposed by his illness on communication, he was in great humour recalling moments of high drama and low comedy in the history of our Society.
Patients and colleagues throughout the world will mourn his passing. He was essentially a clinician with an enquiring scientific approach thus equipping him for his life's task in promoting the quality of life for the amputee. "Mac", pipe in mouth, with that special twinkle in his eye and his observations on his "Uncle Hamish" will be remembered equally well for the warmth of his personal qualities.
His wife Kay, a boon companion as well as loving spouse, supported him completely in these last years. She will have the comfort and support of "Mac's" four children and eight grandchildren who also survive him.
George Murdoch.
